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Tennessee Titans to host Detroit Lions in final
regular season home game at Nissan Stadium

Memphis Tigers complete strange
season with win over Houston

Cisse and Jeffries take
home AAC weekly honors

Tennessee Titans (9-4) vs. De-
troit Lions (5-8)
Sunday, Dec. 20, 2020 • Noon
CST • Nissan Stadium •
Nashville, Tenn. • TV: CBS

NASHVILLE — The Tennessee
Titans (9-4) play their final home
game of the 2020 regular season
this week as they welcome the
Detroit Lions (5-8) to Nissan
Stadium. Kickoff for the 13th
all-time meeting between the or-
ganizations is scheduled for
noon CST on Sunday, Dec. 20.
Ticket sales for the contest were
limited to 21 percent of the Nis-
san Stadium's normal capacity
following current Center for Dis-
ease Control guidelines. Detailed
information on the team’s Safe
Stadium Plan can be found at
tennesseetitans.com/safesta-
dium.
This week’s contest will be re-
gionally televised on CBS, in-
cluding Nashville affiliate
WTVF NewsChannel 5. The
broadcast team includes play-by-
play announcer Spero Dedes and

By William M. Larsha, Jr.,
Senior Sports Correspondent
The Mid-South Tribune

and the
Black Information Highway

MEMPHIS. Dec. 12, 2020- It
was the strangest of college foot-
ball seasons for everyone, in-
cluding the Memphis Tigers
included. The team was hit hard
by COVID early in the season.
Several players had to miss time.
On top of that, several other

players opted not to play at all.
When it wasn't the Tigers, it was
their opponents being hit. There
were several games postponed.
Yet, the team kept going and con-
cluded with a 30-27 win over
rival Houston last Saturday at
Liberty Bowl Stadium.

The Tigers were underdogs, but
managed to get a last second
field goal from kicker Riley Pat-
terson to seal the win. After-
wards, Patterson said, "It's been
a great four years here, and this
is just awesome. I have envi-
sioned hitting a game-winning
field goal since I was in high
school. For me, it was just about
staying present in the game, tak-
ing my steps, hitting the ball and
letting the kick be what it would
be."
The win signaled several pro-
gram milestones. It was the 15th
consecutive home win. Quarter-

back Brady White became the
schools' career passing yards
leader. 
The Tigers were undefeated at
home for two straight years, a
program first.

analyst Adam Archuleta.
Fans can livestream the broad-
cast on their mobile devices from
the Titans Mobile App (iOS and
Android) and on TennesseeTi-
tans.com mobile web. Restric-
tions apply. For more
information and additional op-
tions visit TennesseeTitans.com
or NFL.com/ways-to-watch.
The Titans Radio Network, in-
cluding Nashville flagship 104.5
The Zone, will carry the game
across the Mid-South with the
“Voice of the Titans” Mike Keith,
analyst Dave McGinnis, sideline
reporter Amie Wells, and game-

day hosts Rhett Bryan and
Jonathan Hutton.

TITANS LOOK TO EARN
10TH WIN, PROTECT DIVI-
SION LEAD

Last week the Titans traveled to
Jacksonville to meet the division
rival Jaguars. Derrick Henry
rushed for 215 yards and a pair
of touchdowns to power the Ti-
tans to a 31-10 victory.
With his performance at Jack-
sonville, Henry became the first
player in NFL history to record
four career games with at least
200 rushing yards and two
touchdowns. He goes into Week
15 leading the NFL with 1,532
rushing yards, which is eight
yards shy of the 1,540 yards he
had in 2019 to win the league's
rushing crown.
Quarterback Ryan Tannehill was
an efficient 19-of-24 passing for
212 yards and two touchdowns
against the Jaguars. With three
games remaining, his 28 touch-
down passes in 2020 are the

most of his career and rank third
in team annals.
With nine victories in 13 games,
Tennessee is guaranteed of its
fifth consecutive winning season.
A 10th win this week would as-
sure the club of its highest total
since a 13-3 finish in 2008.
A win against Detroit also could
be crucial for the Titans in their
quest for their first AFC South
title since 2008. The Titans and
Indianapolis Colts are tied at 9-4,
but the Titans currently own the
tiebreaker based on division
record. The Titans are 4-1 against
the division, while the Colts are
2-2.
The Titans' final two regular sea-
son games will be at Green Bay
(Dec. 27 on Sunday Night Foot-
ball) and at Houston (Jan. 3).
Meanwhile, the Colts will host
the Texans on Sunday, then finish
at Pittsburgh (Dec. 27) and at
home against Jacksonville (Jan.
3).
The Titans and Colts are two of
the nine AFC teams with at least
seven wins. Each conference's
playoff field will include four di-
vision winners and three wild
cards.

THE LIONS

The Lions find themselves in
transition after parting ways with
general manager Bob Quinn and
head coach Matt Patricia on Nov.
28. On the same day, Darrell
Bevell was promoted from offen-
sive coordinator to interim head
coach. Bevell, who joined the
Lions in 2019, formerly served as
the offensive coordinator for the
Seattle Seahawks from 2011 to
2017.
The first two games with Bevell
at the helm resulted in a Lions
win at Chicago in Week 13 fol-
lowed by last week's 31-24 de-
feat to the Green Bay Packers at
Ford Field.
Lions quarterback Matthew
Stafford has passed for 3,522
yards and 22 touchdowns 2020,
his 12th NFL campaign. The for-
mer first-overall draft pick has
more passing yards (44,547) in
his first 162 career starts than any
other player in NFL history.

The win signaled several
program milestones. It was
the 15th consecutive home
win. Quarterback Brady
White became the schools'
career passing yards
leader. The Tigers were un-
defeated at home for two
straight years, a program
first.

The Tigers are now 7-3. They
have accepted a bid to play in the
Montgomery Bowl on December
23, 2020 where they will face
Florida Atlantic University.

Fans can livestream the
broadcast on their mobile
devices from the Titans
Mobile App (iOS and An-
droid) and on TennesseeTi-
tans.com mobile web.
Restrictions apply. For
more information and ad-
ditional options visit Ten-
nesseeTitans.com or
NFL.com/ways-to-watch.

MEMPHIS, TN. – Memphis
Tigers freshman center Moussa
Cisse has been named the Amer-
ican Athletic Conference Fresh-
man of the Week and sophomore
forward D.J. Jeffries has been
named to the weekly Honor Roll,
the conference announced Mon-
day.
In two games for the Tigers last
week, both starts, Cisse averaged
11.5 points and 13.5 rebounds
per game. In Tuesday’s win over
Mississippi Valley State, Cisse
recorded a double-double with
14 points and 13 rebounds, and
he also blocked four shots. In
Saturday’s loss to Auburn, he had
14 rebounds, 10 on the offensive
end, to go along with nine points.
The 10 offensive rebounds were
the most by a Tiger in a game
since Dedric Lawson had 10
against Oklahoma on Nov. 17,
2015.
On the season, Cisse leads the
conference in blocked shots per
game (1.9), offensive rebounds
per game (3.6), rebounds per
game (8.9), total rebounds (62),
and double-doubles (2). His total
rebound figure ranks ninth in the

nation.
Jeffries averaged 18.5 points
and 8.0 rebounds in two starts for
the Tigers last week, and he also
contributed 3.0 steals and a pair
of assists per game. He started
the week with a 21-point, nine-
rebound effort against Missis-
sippi Valley State, and he
finished with 16 points and eight
rebounds against Auburn. The
Olive Branch, Miss., native
played over 33 minutes per game
last week.
Memphis has had a weekly hon-
oree in all three weeks of the sea-
son so far. Boogie Ellis was
named to the conference’s
weekly Honor Roll on Nov. 30,
as was Landers Nolley II on Dec.
7.
The Tigers open conference

play Wednesday at Tulane at 6
p.m. The game will be televised
on either ESPN2 or ESPNU.
Memphis’ next home games are
Monday, Dec. 21 against Tulsa
and Tuesday, Dec. 29 against
USF. A limited number of tickets
for home games are available at
www.GoTigersGoTix.com.


